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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
For  the  Year  Ended  December  31st,  1951 


Public  Health  Department, 
Brightwell  House, 

East  Street, 
Famham. 

August,  1952. 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Famham. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report,  together  with 
that  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  the  year  1951. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  on  the  ground  of 
economy  this  year  it  is  not  printed  and  that  no  graphs  or 
diagrams  could  be  inserted.  This  inevitably  detracts  from 
the  appearance  and  interest  of  the  report  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  next  year  it  will  be  possible  to  revert  to  our 
normal  procedure. 

The  health  of  the  district  has  remained  good, 
apart  from  a mild  epidemic  of  measles,  and  there  is  little 
to  comment  upon  in  regard  to  infectious  disease.  It  does, 
however,  appear  that  there  has  been  some  falling  off  in  the 
number  of  children  being  immunised  against  diphtheria  and  an 
effort  will  have  to  be  made  to  improve  this  state  of  affairs. 

An  increasing  interest  is  being  taken  in  the 
welfare  of  elderly  folk  and  the  18  bungalow  type  houses  built 
by  the  Council  for  aged  people  have  come  into  use  during  the 
year. 


Thanks  are  due  to  members  of  many  voluntary 
organisations  for  the  very  great  deal  of  work  done  in  the 
district  in  a great  variety  of  ways  and  for  the  happy 
relationship  which  exists  between  those  organisations  and 
the  Council's  Committees  and  Officials. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  BEDO  HOBBS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


The  area  of  the  Urban  District  of  Famham  is 
unchanged,  being  9,039  acres. 

The  Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  the  population 
for  1951  is  24,080,  while  the  figure  at  the  last  Census  was 
23,911. 


The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1951 
was  7,025  and  shops  with  dwellings  213,  giving  a total  of 
7,238,  which  is  an  increase  of  73  over  the  previous  year. 

The  rateable  value  is  £221,196  and  the  sum  represented 
by  a penny  rate  is  £875. 


Live  Births  (Legitimate) 

Live  Births  (Illegitimate) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 


Total  IL  F\ 

319  177  142 

14  5 9 

13.8 


Still  Births  (Legitimate) 
Still  Births  (Illegitimate) 


3 2 1 

110 


Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 


0.16 


The  birth  rate  is  lower  than  last  year  but  is  about 
the  average  for  this  district  and,  as  usual,  is  rather  lower 
than  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales,  which  is  15.5  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 


Total  T\ 

Deaths  325  158  167 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  13.4 

This  rate  is  rather  higher  than  last  year  but  is  the 
average  rate  for  this  district. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  were  no  maternal 
deaths  during  the  year. 

There  were  9 deaths  in  infants  under  1 year  of  age 
(7  being  under  4 weeks).  This  gives  a rate  of  27.02  per 
1,000  live  births,  which  is  in  conformity  with  the  average  rate 
of  29.6  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  classified  causes  of  deaths  are  as  follows 
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Stomach 
Lung , Bronchus 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Non- Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Syphilitic  Disease  ... 

Diphtheria  

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  Infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Measles  

Other  Infective  and  Paraabic  Diseases 
Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Malignant  Neoplasm, 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 
Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 
Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  

Diabetes  ...  

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

Other  Heart  Disease  

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ... 

Influenza  

Pheumonia  

Bronchitis  

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 
Gastritis,  Eateritis  and  Diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  

Hyperplasis  of  Prostate  

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

Congenital  Malformations  

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 
Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  ... 

All  Other  Accidents 

Suicide  

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War 


M.  F. 

2 3 

1 1 

1 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

1 0 

2 1 

5 0 

0 6 

0 5 

16  18 

0 1 

0 0 

23  34 

16  15 

3 6 

30  37 

3 2 

3 2 

6 5 

11  6 

2 1 

4 0 

2 2 

3 2 

2 0 

0 0 

4 0 

9 15 

6 1 

2 4 

1 0 

0 0 


Totals 


158  167 


GMERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMMT  CMTRES 


The  following  is  a list  of  clinics  and  treatment 

centres 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 


Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - Tuesdays  and 
Thursdays,  2-4  p.m. 

The  Institute,  Rowledge  - 1st  and  3rd  Mondays,  2-4  p.m. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  (Cont.) 


The  Village  Hale,  Wrecclesham  - End  and  4th  Mondays, 
2-4  p.m. 

The  Scouts1  Hall,  Gravel  Hill,  Lower  Bourne  - 1st  and 
3rd  Wednesdays,  2-4  p.m. 

The  Institute,  Hale  - Fridays,  2-4  p.m. 

The  Scouts*  Hut,  Bad shot  Lea  - 2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays, 
2-4  p.m. 


School  Clinic 


Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - 1st,  3rd  and 
5th  Fridays,  10  a.m.  - noon. 

Chest  Clinic 


Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - every  Tuesday, 
10  a.m.  - 5 p.m. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic 


Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - 1st,  3rd  and 
5th  Fridays,  10  a.m.  - noon. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic 


Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - every  Wednesday, 
1.30  p.m. 

Dental  Clinic 


Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - every  Monday, 
Wednesday,  Thursday  and  Friday,  9 a.m.  - 5 p.m. 

Speech  Training  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - Mondays, 

10  a.m.  - 4 p.m. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - 2nd  and  4th 
Fridays,  10  a.m.  - 4 p.m. 

Physio- therapy  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - Every  Thursday, 

11  a.m. 

Cleansing  Centre 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - when  required. 


5 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 


This  continues  to  he  run  most  efficiently  by  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade  under  the  direction  of  the 
Divisional  Superintendent,  Mr.  H.  Mansey,  who  has  kindly  given 
me  the  following  details  of  the  Brigade’s  activities  during 
1951 


Calls 

Ambulance 

Car 

Accidents 

101 

36 

Emergency  Illness 

125 

13 

Maternity 

78 

78 

Hospital 

677 

1,220 

Outpatients 

283 

1,318 

Private  Addresses 

19 

12 

Ealse  Alarm 

1 

0 

Assisting  Patients  Up  and 
Down  Stairs 

0 

5 

Totals 

1,284 

2,682 

Mileage 

14,561 

36,629 

Grand  Totals  - Calls,  3,966 

Mileage,  51,190. 


Ambulance  Service 

A 24  hour  service  is  maintained  by  a combination  of 
paid  and  voluntary  workers.  All  the  night  work  and  a large 
proportion  of  week-end  work  is  voluntary  and  the  number  of 
voluntary  man  hours  put  in  by  the  members  was  5,184.  It 
should  be  mentioned  that  the  paid  staff  are  all  members  of  the 
Brigade  and  do  their  share  of  voluntary  duties  as  well. 

Other  Voluntary  Activities 

Two  thousand  man  hours  of  voluntary  work  have  been 
put  in  by  members  in  attendance  at  sports  meetings,  scrambles, 
etc.,  and  at  one  motor  cycle  scramble  18  casualties  were 
treated  in  one  day.  Over  400  visits  were  paid  to  invalids, 
helping  to  put  them  to  bed,  etc. 

Training 

(a)  Civil  Defence 

Training  has  commenced  in  connection  with  the  Civil 
Defence  Organisation.  Three  members  are  now  training  as 
instructors  and  the  paid  staff  have  attended  the  County 
Council’s  course  at  Morden. 
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(b)  First  Aid 


Divisional  instructional  meetings  are  held  weekly 
and  every  month  there  is  a "Problem  Evening",  when  competing 
teams  are  confronted  with  a staged  problem  in  first  aid. 

(c)  Cadet  Training 

The  Nursing  Cadets,  under  Miss  Collins,  are 
maintaining  their  record  of  interest,  enthusiasm  and  member- 
ship, and  the  Ambulance  Cadet  Division  has  been  reformed 
with  Mr.  G.  Harfield  as  Acting  Cadet  Officer. 

(d)  Nursing  Division 

Great  help  has  been  received  from  the  Nursing 
Division  under  Miss  Ariss  and  636  cases  of  ambulance  transport 
have  been  attended. 

Looking  back  over  the  years,  one  cannot  help  being 
struck  by  the  marked  increase  in  work  undertaken  by  the 
Brigade.  Only  6 years  ago,  in  1945,  they  dealt  with  935  cases 
as  compared  with  3,966  in  1951.  The  National  Health  Service 
has  undoubtedly  been  responsible  very  largely  for  this 
increase  in  work  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  doctors  and 
patients  will  not  make  unnecessary  calls  upon  the  ambulance 
service  and  wear  out  both  the  vehicles  and  the  volunteers. 
Famham  is  indeed  fortunate  in  having  such  a service  and 
should  be  very  grateful  to  all  those  who  participate  in  it. 

HOSPITAL  CAR  SERVICE 


This  service  has  continued  to  be  of  the  utmost  value 
to  patients  and  hospitals.  Colonel  Underhill,  who  has 
organised  the  service  for  many  years,  has  unfortunately  had 
to  resign  for  health  reasons  but  Mrs.  Hodgkinson  has  taken 
over  control. 

The  service  did  1,852  journeys  in  1951,  carrying 
1,987  patients  and  travelling  27,265  miles.  The  number  of 
patients  dealt  with  was  174  fewer  than  last  year  but  the  total 
mileage  was  rather  higher. 

DAY  NURSERY- 


The  regulations  regarding  children  eligible  for 
admission  were  altered  during  the  year  and,  in  consequence, 
the  number  of  children  dealt  with  was  reduced  - the  average 
daily  attendance  being  22  as  compared  with  26  or  27  last  year. 

The  health  of  the  children  has  been  good  and  they 
always  look  happy  and  well  cared  for.  I feel  that  this 


Nursery  fulfils  a useful  purpose  and  trust  it  will  be 
allowed  to  continue  its  work. 

M MEALS-  ON  -WHEELS  w 

Over  100  meals  have  been  sent  out  each  week  to  Old 
Age  Pensioners  and  sick  folk,  and  the  work  has  been  organised 
and  carried  out  by  the  W.V.S.  The  meals  cost  8d  to  people 
over  70  years  af  age  and  l/7d  to  others. 

OTHER  VOLUNTARY-  SERVICES 


There  are  six  Darby  & loan  Clubs  in  and  around 
Eamham  organised  by  the  W.V.S.  , and  Red  Cross  Society. 

The  activities  of  the  W.V.S.,  are  many  and  varied. 
They  deliver  magazines  and  books  and  try  to  sort  out  any 
difficulties  in  the  home,  particularly  with  regard  to  the 
Home  Help  Service.  The  help  of  local  Youth  Clubs  has  been 
enlisted  in  aiding  old  people  to  look  after  their  gardens. 

A gift  of  seeds  was  received  from  America  and  distributed  to 
the  occupants  of  Haven  Way  and  Baldreys  old  peoples  homes. 
Clothing  and  blankets  are  provided  where  required  as  far  as 
possible. 


The  Red  Cross  have  distributed  over  2,000  books 
through  their  mobile  library,  mainly  to  elderly  people,  and 
paid  1,000  visits  to  homes,  chiefly  at  the  request  of  the 
Hospital  Almoner. 

Apart  from  the  practical  value  of  all  these 
services,  it  is  the  friendliness  and  kindness  associated 
therewith  which  does  so  much  to  brighten  the  otherwise  dull 
and  drab  lives  that  many  elderly  people  lead. 

The  Red  Cross  have  also  continued  their  most 
useful  activities  in  a variety  of  ways.  At  Eamham  Hospital 
members  have  assisted  with  diversional  therapy,  provided  a 
picture  library  for  patients  and  staff,  issued  well  over 
2,000  books  from  the  hospital  library,  as  well  as  keeping 
them  in  a good  state  of  repair.  In  addition,  they  have  been 
responsible  for  running  the  Eamham  Old  Eolks  Club  and  the 
Good  Fellowship  Club  for  disabled  folk  who  are  unable  to  work. 
Both  these  clubs  have  proved  their  worth. 

HOME  HELPS 


There  are  12  home  helps  available  in  the  Eamham 
area  and  the  service  provided  during  the  year  has  been 
efficient  and  helpful.  Every  person  requiring  help  has 
been  visited  by  Miss  Rodd,  the  Divisional  Supervisor,  who  has 
provided  the  following  statistics 
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General  - 

Cases  Attended 

Hours  Worked 

Acute 

42  ) 

Chronic 

15  ) 

10,355 

Tuberculosis 

2 ) 

Maternity 

35 

3,112 

HOSPITALS 

Trimmer’s  Hospital 

Although  this  is  essentially  a general  practitioner 
hospital,  there  has  been  a noticeably  closer  liaison  with 
Farnham  Hospital.  For  example,  there  has  been  an  interchange 
of  patients  when  Farnham  has  been  particularly  pressed  for 
beds  and  Trimmer’s  have  dealt  with  a lot  of  the  tonsils  and 
adenoids  seen  at  Farnham  and  recommended  for  operation. 

This  hospital  - perhaps  because  of  its  small  size  - is  popular 
in  the  district  with  both  patients  and  doctors. 

Green  Lane  Hospital 

This  hospital’s  cubicle  blocks  are  now  used  for  a 
great  variety  of  cases  which  formerly  would  not  have  been  sent 
to  an  isolation  hospital.  The  admission  of  such  cases  as 
tonsillitis,  quinsy,  enteritis,  influenza,  etc.,  has  relieved 
the  pressure  on  the  beds  at  other  hospitals  and  while  the 
children’s  ward  at  Farnham  Hospital  was  closed  children  with  a 
variety  of  medical  and  surgical  conditions  were  dealt  with  here. 

The  old  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  blocks  are 
seldom  used  and  it  would  considerably  aid  the  problem  of  dealing 
with  chronic  illness  in  the  elderly  if  such  cases  were  admitted 
to  these  wards,  which  are  quite  suitable  for  them. 

Farnham  Hospital 

Although  there  were  fewer  beds  available  here  during 
the  year,  an  increased  number  of  patients  were  dealt  with. 

The  outpatient  attendances  rose  from  35,567  in  1950  to  45,190 
in  1951.  In  addition,  942  more  patients  were  X-rayed  and 
4,194  more  pathological  specimens  were  examined  than  in  1950. 

The  wards  in  the  main  block  have  been  completely 
redecorated  and  provided  with  better  lighting  and  sterilising 
arrangements,  but  much  remains  to  be  done  to  improve  conditions 
for  both  patients  and  staff  and  extra  accommodation  in  the 
outpatient  department  is  badly  needed. 
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PREVALENCE  OE  MD  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  iSND 
OTHER  DISEASES 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infectious 
diseases,  in  age  groups,  notified  during  1951 


Total  Deaths 

o 

o 

11 

| 

o 

o 

o 

o 

1 

o 

o 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospi tal 

o 

r-H 

i>- 

to 

o 

rH 

10 

rH 

65  & Over 

o 

o 

rH 

O 

o 

o 

o 

o 

45-65 

o 

o 

to 

i H 

o 

o 

o 

° 

o 

35-45 

H 

02 

rH 

o 

rH 

o 

o 

o 

o 

20-35 

i — ! 

lO 

o 

o 

o 

o 

to 

02 

o 

15-20 

o 

o 

o 

o 

02 

o 

02 

o 

o 

10-15 

to 

o 

o 

O 

o 

12 

o 

o 

5-10 

18 

o 

rH 

o 

H 

o 

961 

to 

o 

4-5 

to 

o 

o 

o 

O 

o 

02 

to 

02 

o 

3-4 

H 

o 

o 

o 

O 

o 

02 

02 

o 

2-3 

rH 

o 

o 

o 

H 

rH 

to 

02 

o 

1-2 

O 

o 

o 

o 

O 

o 

02 

LO 

02 

o 

Under  1 

O 

o 

o 

o 

O 

o 

O 

02 

rH 

At  all  Ages 

28 

C" 

to 

H 

02 

to 

rH 

356 

8 

rH 

Infecti ous 
Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Dysentery 

Para- typhoid  B. 

1 

Measles 

1 

Who oping  Cough 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 
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SCARLET  FEVER  MD  MEASLES 


The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  remains 
fairly  constant  but  there  was  an  epidemic  of  measles, 
fortunately  with  no  deaths,  during  the  year.  Measles  comes 
in  cycles  and  the  last  year  when  there  were  any  considerable 
number  of  cases  was  in  1945,  when  469  cases  were  notified. 

DIPHTHERIA 


There  have  now  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the 
district  since  1945. 

The  figures  for  diphtheria  immunisation  during  1951 
are  as  follows 


Age  Group 

Primary 

Boosting 

Under  5 

175 

0 

5-14 

3 

74 

Total 

178 

74 

The  number  of  children  being  immunised  has  been 
steadily  decreasing  in  recent  years,  as  the  following  table 
shows  : - 


Year 

Primary 
Under  5 

Primary 

5-14 

Boosting 

5-14 

1948 

356 

44 

500 

1949 

267 

29 

288 

1950 

266 

18 

183 

1951 

175 

3 

74 

This  is  partly  due  to  the  fear  of  poliomyelitis  as 
a sequel  to  the  injection  but  also,  I think,  to  some 
complacency  on  behalf  of  the  population  because  there  have 
been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  for  several  years. 

I feel  that  in  the  absence  of  an  epidemic  of 
poliomyelitis  every  endeavour  must  continue  to  be  made  to  get 
children  immunised  and  also  given  boosting  doses. 
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VACCINATION 


The  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out  in  1951  was 

as  follows 


Age  Group 

Vaccinated 

Re-vaccinated 

Under  1 

104 

0 

1 year 

70 

0 

2-4 

21 

12 

5-14 

16 

32 

15  & Over 

63 

270 

Total 

274 

314 

Once  again,  only  about  one  third  of  the  children 
bom  during  the  year  were  vaccinated.  A larger  number  than 
usual  were  vaccinated  or  revaccinated  in  the  higher  age 
groups  owing  to  the  smallpox  cases  at  Brighton. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases 
of  tuberculosis  and  deaths  from  that  disease  during  the  year:- 


Age 

Periods 

New  1 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

Non 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non 

Respiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1 

1-5 

5-15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15  - 25 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25  - 35 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

35  - 45 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

45  - 55 

_ 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

55  - 65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

65  and 

over 

2 

2 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

Totals 

7 

4 

- 

1 

2 

5 i 

1 - 

1 
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The  number  of  new  cases  is  exactly  the  same  as  last 

year. 

VEHEREA L DISEASE 

No  case  of  venereal  disease  has  been  brought  to  my 
notice  during  the  year  and  on  enquiry  from  the  clinics  at 
Guildford  and  Aldershot,  to  which  patients  from  this  area 
would  be  likely  to  go  for  treatment,  I am  informed  that  not  a 
single  case  has  come  from  Famham. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OE  THE  AREA 


CHIEF  SANITARI  INSPECTOR*  S REPORT  FOR  1951 

The  following  classified  table  is  submitted  of 

(a)  the  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 

(b)  the  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year;  (c)  the 
result  of  the  services  of  such  notices 

(a)  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year  : 

Dwell inghouses 


Number  inspected  under  the  Public  Health 

and  Housing  Acts  

Number  of  inspections  made,  including 
re-inspections  and  visits  to  works 
in  progress  

Other  Visits  and  Inspections 


Meat  and  Other  Food  and  Food  Premises 

Dairies  

Factories ... 

Shops  ...  ...  ... 

Milk  Sampling  ...  ... 

Ice-Cream  Sampling 

Water  Sampling  

Rodent  and  Pest  Control 

Drainage  

Piggeries  

Caravan  Sites  

Common  Lodging  House 

Offices  

Infectious  Disease  Prevention 

Miscellaneous  

Schools  


302 


831 


926 

58 

154 

66 

238 

68 

35 

1,827 

411 

39 

53 

5 

11 

27 

250 

4 


(b)  Notices  Served 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  under 
the  Public  Health,  Housing  and  other  Acts  93 
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(c)  Results  of  Notices 


(l)  Preliminary  Notices  - 

(a)  Complied  with  ... 

(b)  Work  not  commenced 

Total 


(2)  Statutory  Notices  - 

(a)  Complied  with 

(b)  Work  not  commenced 

Total 


84 

9 


93 


9 

JD 

9 


SHOPS  ACT.  1934 

Generally  satisfactory  conditions  exist  in  the 
district’s  shops  and  offices. 

Attention  was  given  during  some  66  inspections  to 
the  provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  lavatory  accommodation 
and  to  the  facilities  for  the  washing  of  hands.  Improved  and 
additional  sanitary  arrangements  were  provided  in  12 
establishments. 

PREVENTION  OP  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

As  the  preservation  and  protection  of  foodstuffs 
is  of  vital  importance  in  these  days  of  food  rationing,  every 
effort  was  made  during  the  year  to  destroy  as  many  rats  and 
mice  as  possible.  In  this  connection,  the  rodent  operator 
made  526  visits  in  treating  121  business  premises  - mostly 
food  shops  - whilst  287  private  houses  were  treated, 
necessitating  1,082  visits.  An  estimated  kill  based  on  the 
formula  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  amounted 
to  some  2,009  rats.  In  addition,  three  school  canteens  and 
three  hospitals  under  the  administration  of  the  Surrey  County 
Council  were  dealt  with  for  the  prevention  of  insect  pest 
infestations. 

Close  Unison  was  kept  with  the  representatives  of 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  throughout  the  year. 

INSECT  VERMIN 

Assistance  was  given  in  a number  of  minor  insect 
infestations  at  private  dwellings  by  treatment  with  DDT 
compositions. 
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SCHOOLS 


All  schools  in  the  district  have  min  drainage 
and  a min  water  system  for  drinking  purposes.  There  are 
in  the  district 

2 Grammar  Schools 
2 Secondary  Modern  Schools 
14  Elementary  Schools 
14  Private  or  Kindergarten  Schools 


SWIMMING  BATHS 


Regular  samples  were  obtained  for  bacteriological 
analysis  throughout  the  season  from  the  Public  Swimming  Baths 
and  no  serious  complaints  were  received.  Two  small  pools 
attached  to  private  schools  were  also  visited  and  the  water 
analysed. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


Observation  was  kept  on  the  chimney  shafts  at  the 
local  Gas  Works,  a privately  owned  laundry,  a hospital 
laundry  and  the  sawdust  burning  plant  of  a large  joinery  works 
but  no  nuisances  were  recorded. 

HOUSING 


During  the  year  302  houses  were  inspected  and,  where 
necessary,  informal  letters  were  sent  to  owners  or  agents  to 
remedy  defects  found.  No  repair  work,  except  that  of  an 
essential  character,  was  required  of  the  owners.  Not  only 
was  it  difficult  to  get  the  builders  to  do  this  class  6f 
work  but  many  small  property  owners  found  it  hard  to  meet  the 
cost  of  the  repairs.  The  Public  Health  Committee  continued 
to  give  sympathetic  consideration  when  the  details  were 
submitted  to  them  each  month.  There  were  no  outstanding 
matters  at  the  end  of  1951. 

Much  time  and  attention  was  devoted  to  the 
construction  of  new  houses  and,  whilst  the  waiting  list 
remains  high,  the  Council  aim  to  beat  all  records  in  the 
provision  of  new  dwellings  in  tho  coming  year.  During  1951 
80  Council  houses  were  completed,  while  28  were  under 
construction  at  the  end  of  the  year.  17  private  dwellings 
were  completed  with  10  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE 

The  one  common  lodging  house  in  the  district  was 
regularly  visited  during  the  year  and  was  found  to  be  clean 
and  well  kept. 
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PUBLIC  MQRTUAHT  AND  POST  MORTEM  ROOM 


The  mortuary  is  situated  in  a central  position 
and  is  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Council.  It  serves  the 
area  covered  by  the  Famham  Police  Division  and  both  Guildford 
Rural  and  Hambledon  Rural  District  Councils  make  contributions. 

During  1951  25  bodies  were  received  into  the  mortuary 
and  25  post  mortem  examinations  carried  out. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  TEE  AREA 


WATER 


The  whole  of  the  district  is  supplied  from  the  mains 
of  the  Wey  Valley  Water  Company  and  results  of  analyses  taken 
regularly  throughout  the  year  show  that  the  water  has 
maintained  its  high  degree  of  purity.  A typical  report  of 
the  analyst  was  as  follows 

"Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million 


Appearance  - Clear  and  bright;  Turbidity  - 
Nil;  Colour  - Nil;  Odour  - Nil;  pH  - 7.9;  Free 
Carbon  Dioxide  - Trace;  Electric  Conductivity  - 250; 
Total  Solids  - 170;  Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  - 11; 
Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  - 110;  Hardness  - 
Total  130,  Carbonate  110,  Non-carbonate  20;  Nitrate 
Nitrogen  - 0.0;  Nitrite  Nitrogen  - Less  than  0.01; 
Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  - 0.000;  Oxygen  Absorbed  - 0.05; 
Albuminoid  Nitrogen  - 0.000;  Residual  Chlorine  - 0.18; 
Metals  - Absent. 

Bacteriological  Results 

Number  of  colonies  developing  on  Agar  in 
1 day  at  37°C.  - 0 per  ml;  Number  of  colonies  developing 
on  Agar  in  2 days  at  37°C.  - 0 per  ml;  Number  of 
colonies  developing  on  Agar  in  3 days  at  20°C.  - 0 per 
ml;  Presumptive  Coli-aerogenes  Reaction  - 0 per  100  ml; 
Bacillus  coli  (Type  l)  - 0 per  100  ml;  Cl.  welchii 
Reaction  - Absent  from  100  ml. 

This  sample  is  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
has  a reaction  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and 
is  free  from  metals.  The  hardness  of  the  water  and 
its  content  of  mineral  and  saline  constituents  in 
solution  are  very  moderate,  and  it  conforms  to  the 
highest  standard  of  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purity. 

These  are  normal  end  satisfactory  results, 
indicative  of  a water  which  is  pure  and  wholesome  in 
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character  and  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes.” 

A few  cottages  in  an  isolated  part  of  the  district 
depend  on  a well  supply  and  this  has  been  kept  under 
observation  throughout  the  year. 

The  Wey  Valley  Water  Company  have  made  many  short 
extensions  of  their  mains,  principally  to  the  Council’s  new 
housing  sites.  -An  important  improvement  is  also  in  hand 
in  the  Hale  and  Heath  End  area.  Here,  new  and  larger  mains 
are  being  laid  and  extended  to  the  Company’s  reservoir  in 
the  Odiham  Road.  The  result  will  improve  the  service,  both 
for  domestic  and  fire  protection  purposes. 

SEWERAGE 


The  works  of  improvement  to  the  Water  Lane  Disposal 
Plant  were  commenced  during  the  year  and  good  progress  has 
been  made.  When  completed,  it  will  be  possible  to  treat 
efficiently  an  increased  flow  of  sewage  for  this  growing 
district. 

For  reasons  of  economy,  it  was  necessary  to 
postpone  making  many  short  extensions  of  the  sewer  to  enablo 
isolated  properties  to  be  connected  up.  Seven  cesspools 
and  eight  earth  closets  were,  however,  abolished  during  the 
year  and  main  drainage  provided.  There  remain  some  140 
earth  closets  which  are  dealt  with  by  the  Council  by  weekly 
clearances. 


The  cesspool  emptying  vehicles  were  kept  fully 
occupied  making  the  quarterly  emptyings,  which  are  carried 
out  free  of  charge  by  the  Council. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 


Dumping  of  house  refuse  on  the  Guildford  Road 
site  has  almost  beon  completed  and  another  suitable  tip  will 
have  to  be  found. 

During  the  year  weekly  collections  of  household 
refuse  continued,  together  with  the  clearing  of  the  bins  of 
kitchen  waste,  which  is  taken  by  local  pig  keepers.  The 
salvage  of  waste  paper  was  given  priority. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 


The  River  Wey  Improvement  Board  made  arrangements 
to  clear  and  clean  out  the  bed  of  the  River  Wey  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  and  this  work  will  soon  be  in  hand.  No 
complaints  of  pollution  were  received. 
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THE  FACTORIES  ACT,  1957 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  administration 
of  the  Eactories  Act,  1937,  during  the  year 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories 

(N  on-Mechanical ) 

11 

25 

0 

0 

Eactories 

(Mechanical) 

53 

121 

0 

0 

Other  Premises 

4 

8 

0 

0 

Totals 

68 

154 

0 

0 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M, 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prosecutions 

Want  of 

Cleanliness 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Unsuitable 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

3 

3 

0 

3 

0 

Totals 

6 

6 

I 

0 

5 

0 

There  are  4 outworkers,  engaged  in  the  making  of 
wearing  apparel,  in  the  district.  No  action  was  found  necessary 
during  the  year  in  connection  with  these. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OE  FOOD 


During  the  year  926  visits  were  made  in  connection 
with  the  inspection  of  food  and  food  shops  and,  in  co-operation 
with  owners  and  occupiers,  every  effort  was  made  to  ensure  that 
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foo.dstuffs  were  produced  and  sold  under  hygienic  conditions. 
Special  attention  was  given  to  restaurants  and  cafe  kitchens 
and  milk  and  snack  bars. 

Additional  sanitary  accommodation  was  provided  in 
7 premises  and  three  foodshops  improved  their  hot  water  systems. 

The  Ministry  of  Food's  Notice,  "Dogs  in  Shops", 
recommending  the  keeping  of  all  dogs  from  food  shops  was 
printed  and  distributed  to  all  premises  and  the  general  response 
was  very  satisfactory. 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  reported  in  the  district 
during  the  year. 

MILK 


Approximately  90$  of  all  milk  in  the  district  is 
pasteurised.  The  principal  distributors  are  the  Famham 
Dairy  Ltd.,  whose  delivery  area  consists  of  the  Urban  District 
and  12  miles  radius  on  the  south  and  south-west  side  of 
Famham,  stretching  well  into  Hampshire,  and  the  Co-operative 
Society,  who  pasteurise  at  Guildford  and  deliver  in  bulk  to 
their  depot  in  Famham. 

The  Famham  Dairy's  new  premises,  planned  on  the 
latest  lines,  is  equipped  with  a 600  gallon  per  hour  A.P.V. 
Paraflow  using  the  H.T.S.T.  technique  of  161°F.  for  15  seconds 
and  cooling  by  chilled  water  to  40°F.  Dirty  bottles  are 
washed  on  a 12  wide  Auto-Dairy  Engineers  Bottle  Washer  which 
subjects  them  to  a pressure  wash  for  15  minutes. 

Famham  is  now  the  centre  for  milk  processing 
covering  the  Town  and  the  rural  areas  of  Hindhead,  Bor don  and 
Alton,  as  well  as  Alton  itself. 

During  the  year  samples  were  taken  of  all  raw  milk 
and  submitted  for  examination  for  the  presence  of  tubercle 
bacilli.  All  results  were  negative. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Surrey  County  Council, 
monthly  reports  of  the  milk  pasteurised  by  the  Famham  Dairy 
Ltd.,  are  sent  to  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  results 
of  samples  obtained  and  submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year  :- 


Designation 

Satisfactory 

Unsati sf actory 

Totals 

Pasteurised 

76 

5 

81 

Accredited 

12 

1 

13 

Tuberculin  Tested 

21 

1 

22 

Ordinary 

20 

6 

26 

Totals 

129 

13 

142 

19 


Samples  of  rinse  taken  during  the  year  are  summarised 

as  follows 


Designation 

Satisf actory 

Unsati sf actory 

Totals 

Chum  Rinse 

4 

0 

4 

Bottle  Rinse 

16 

2 

18 

Totals 

20 

2 

22 

MEAT 


The  meat  deliveiyvans  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  have 
now  been  metal  lined,  together  with  a metal  floor.  The 
interiors  are  thoroughly  washed  out  each  day  before  being  loaded 
up  and  have  always  been  found  in  a clean  condition.  Special 
receptacles  for  offal  are  used. 

The  butchers  shops  in  the  district  have  glass  windows 
and  all  premises  are  provided  with  an  up-to-date  refrigerating 

room. 


The  amount  of  food  condemnations  made  during  the  year 
was  as  follows 


Commodity 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Q,rs. 

Lbs, 

Canned  Fruit 

1 

9 

2 

6i 

Canned  Meat 

1 

0 

0 

25f 

26-f 

Canned  Vegetables 

9 

2 

English  Beef 

8 

0 

13 

Wet  Fish 

7 

3 

27 

Sweets 

2 

0 

1 

Imported  Rabbits 

1 

3 

9 

Potatoes 

1 

0 

0 

English  Pork 

3 

21 

English  Mutton 

2 

2 

Cheese 

1 

17f 

Canned  Fish 

1 

17| 

Dried  Fish 

1 

V 

Bacon 

1 

6 

I am 

19i 

Ox  Tongues 

IV 

Sausages 

161- 

Dates 

14 

Chicken 

12f 

Cooked  Meats 

15 

English  Ox  Liver 

8 

Kidney  & Kidney  Fat 

4 

Total 

4 

4 

1 

6 
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301  tins  Milk 
89  tins  Soup 
41  boxes  Cream  Cheese 


ICE  CREAM 


Results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  ice  cream  taken 
during  the  year  are  as  follows 


Grade  I 
Grade  II 
Grade  III 
Grade  IV 
Total 


31 

3 

10 

0 

44 


The  standard  of  ice  cream  sold  in  the  district  has 
been  good  and  no  complaints  were  received 

HYGIENIC  FOOD  COUNCIL 

With  few  exceptions,  all  the  food  traders  of  the 
district  are  members  of  the  Hygienic  Food  Council  and  have 
accepted  the  Codes  of  Practice  prepared  by  the  Committee. 

Many  of  the  multiple  firms  have  themselves 
prepared  a clean  food  booklet  for  distribution  to  members  of 
their  staff. 

The  cafes  and  restaurants  have  especially  made 
every  effort  to  improve  and  keep  their  kitchens  in  a cleanly 
condition. 

ADULTERATION 


The  Surrey  County  Council  is  the  responsible 
Authority  for  the  administration  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938,  in  connection  with  adulteration. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  results 
of  samples  taken  during  1951 
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Analysed 

Adulterated 

or 

Irregular 

CO 

a 

o 

•H 

xa 

o 

Articles 

Formal 

Info  imal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

J 

•p 

2 

O 

<D 

W 

o 

£ 

•H 

•P 

O 

•H 

§ 

o 

o 

FOOD 

Milk 

73 

8 

81 

15 

0 

15 

0 

0 

Chocolate,  cooking 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cream 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cream,  Coats* 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1* 

1 

0 

0 

Crape  Sugar 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Herring  Roes,  tinned 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1* 

1 

0 

0 

Ice  Cream 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Jelly 

3 

0 

3 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

Mincemeat 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Sausages 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whi  sky 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

DRUGS 

Cod  Liver  Oil 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cough  Mixture 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

86 

12 

98 

16 

2 

18 

1 

1 

'Labelling  offence 
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